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Dr.
• Lyttelton's History, which was then just published '. John-son said, he thought his .style pretty good, but that he hail blamed Henry the Second rather too much. * Why, (said the King-,) they seldom do these things by halves.' ' Nn, Sir, (answered Johnson,) not to Kings.' Hut fearing to be misunderstood, he proceeded to explain himself; and immediately subjoined, ' That for those who spoke worse of Kings than they deserved, he could find no excuse ; but that he could more easily conceive how some might speak better of them than they deserved, without any ill intention ; for, as Kings had much in their power to give, those1 who were favoured by them would frequently, from gratitude, exaggerate their praises; and as this proceeded from a good motive, it was certainly excusable, as far as errmir could be excusable.' The King then asked him what: he thought of Dr. Hill3.
1 Sec post, April 15, 1773, where Johnson says Unit Lyttelton' in his History wrote the mast vulgar Whiggism,' ami April u», 177(1. <»"'-bon, who had reviewed it this year, says in his J/<V/A'/>,V I.1//V. //*»vX'Y, 1.207); 'The public, has ratified my judgment, of (hat voluminous work, in which sense and learning1 are noL illuminated by a nty <»| .genius.'
a Hawkins says of him (Lfft\ p. 211): ' He obtained from one- of those universities which would scarce refuse a degree to an apothecary's horse a diploma for that of doctor of physic.' He became a great compiler and in one: year earned ,£1500. In the end he turned quack-doctor. He was knighted by the King of Sweden 'in return for a present to that monarch of hi.s rVj/v/WM1 .SV.wVw.' lie at least thrice attacked Garrick (Murphy's tiarrick, pp. 136, iKu, .u.1.), who replied with three epigrams, of which the last is well-known :
'For Farces and Physic hi.s equal there .scarce is; His Farces are Physic, his Physic a Farce to.1
Horace Walpolc (f.cti?r$> iii. 3721, writing on Jan, j, 7761, said: 'Would you believe, what I know is fact, that I)r, Hill* earned Jjftren guineas a week by working for wholesale dealers?    He wan at once employed on six voluminous works of Botany, Husbandry, Ac., published weekly,'   Churchill in tho AVwvW thus writes of him :
'Who could so nobly grace the motley list, Actor, Inspector, Doctor, Botanist?
Juhn.'ionrd, against Warburton's reproaches. 'I transcribe with pleasure this eloquent passage,' writes Gibbon, 'without inquiring whether in this angry controversy the spirit of Lowth himself is purified from the intolerant zeal which Warburton had ascribed to the genius of the place.' Gibbon's Misc. Works, 1.47, See BOSWELL'S Hebrides, Aug. 28,1773.
